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Vaccination  was  activated wo r ldwide as  the m ain  m easure to  contain  the COVI D-19  pandemic. 
Fo r  Colo m bia ,  f ive  stages  and two phases  were established in  which  vaccine ad ministration  was 
pr io r itized acco rding  to  age groups  and r isk  prof i les .  Acco rding  to  off icial  f igures  fro m the Colo m bian 
Min istr y  of  H ealth ,  d ur ing  the f i rst  stage,  which  began on Febr uar y 17,  2021 ,  1 ,453 ,432 peo ple  were 
im m unized;  in  the  second ,  6 ,620,274;  in  the  th ird ,  9,325 ,861;  in  the  four th ,  8 ,436 ,3 18 ,  and d ur ing  the f i fth 
stage,  as  of  J u ly  15 ,  15 ,750,703 peo ple  had already been vaccinated . 

I t  is  estim ated that  by Decem ber  21 ,  2022,  phase 1  of  vaccination ,  which  has  to  d o with  booster  d oses 
fo r  the po pulation  over  50 years  of  age,  wi ll  be  co m pleted four  m onths  after  ad minister ing  the 
second d ose,  and then m ove on to  phase 2.

The National  COVI D-19  Vaccination  Plan  sought  to  red uce m o r tality  and the incidence of  ser ious 
cases  and protect  health  care  wo r kers  in  the  f i rst  phase.  In  the  second phase,  it  focuses  on  red ucing 
contagion and generating  herd im m unity.

In  th is  process ,  Colo m bia  has  had to  face logistical  challenges  d ue to  the geography of  the  national 
ter r ito r y  and those related to  secur ity,  as  well  as  to  the po pulation’s  culture  and beliefs  regarding 
vaccination .  M any peo ple  continue to  believe that  the vaccine is  not  safe  fo r  ch i ld ren .  Others  claim 
that  they prefer  im m unity  to  be generated by being  infected with  the vir us .  So m e subjects  believe 
that  the vaccine causes  infer ti l ity  pro blems;  others  argue that  ch i ld ren d o not  beco m e ser iously  i l l 
and d o not  need the vaccine.  In  the  ad ult  po pulation ,  the  m ain  reasons  fo r  not  being  vaccinated 
have to  d o with  the belief  that  the vaccine is  not  safe  o r  not  effective enough and the existence 
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of  antivaccine groups  that  claim that  the vaccine is  a  m eans  of  m anipulation .  All  these views 
have been raised and continue to  be a  bar r ier  to  reaching  a  greater  num ber  of  vaccinated peo ple 
even though there is  scientif ic  evidence that  the COVI D-19  vaccine is  safe  and that  it  has  been 
exhaustively  tested by the Food and Dr ug Ad ministration  (FDA)  and the Centers  fo r  Disease Control 
and Prevention  (CDC).

Vaccination  m ust  also  be understood as  one of  the  m ain  facto rs  that  can allow the countr y’s 
econo mic  reactivation;  therefo re,  it  is  a  task  that  m ust  continue to  be per fo r m ed with  the jo int 
effo r ts  of  the  public  and pr ivate secto rs .  O ne of  the  m ain  challenges  is  the  need to  ed ucate the 
po pulation  and control  info r m ation  over load ,  which  can be r isk  facto rs  fo r  peo ple  to  decide 
not  to  be vaccinated .  I t  is  also  ver y im po r tant  to  m aintain  the h ighest  possible  speed of  the 
vaccination  process  so  that  it  beco m es a  pr im ar y facto r  in  achieving  herd im m unity.  In  the 
vaccination  process ,  the  ro le  of  health  personnel ,  institutions ,  and the govern m ent  in  ensur ing 
that  the dif ferent  secto rs  wo r k  together  to  guarantee that  the neediest  and m ost  vulnerable 
po pulations  are  covered by the im m unization  plan  and that  th is  plan  is  actually  car r ied out  in 
practice  in  the rem ote areas  of  the  countr y  is  clear.

Co m pared to  the Am ericas  region ,  Colo m bia  has  m ade progress  in  the  vaccination  process ,  ran king 
th ird  am ong the largest  countr ies  with  a  fu lly  vaccinated po pulation ,  and has  been able  to  sur pass 
others  with  a  larger  stockpi le  of  vaccines  o r  even prod uce them in  their  own ter r ito r y.  Of  course, 
these advances  are  ref lected in  the decrease in  the m o r tality  rate  d ur ing  the last  pandemic  peaks , 
h igh lighting  the value and im po r tance of  vaccination . 

An analysis  recently  cond ucted by The Econo mist  shows that  Colo m bia  ran ks  seventeenth  in  the 
no r m alcy index am ong the twenty countr ies  in  the  wo r ld  that  are  closest  to  th is  situation  concerning 
the inclusion  of  im po r tant  issues  fo r  the econo my,  such as  transpo r t ,  retai l ,  recreational  tim e away 
fro m ho m e,  off ice  use,  am ong others ,  which  allows us  to  visualize  an  ear ly  social ,  econo mic,  and 
cultural  reactivation .

Unlike  other  nations  in  the region ,  Colo m bia  could  provide free healthcare ser vices  to  all  peo ple 
affected by COVI D-19,  which  denotes  a  health  system coo rdinated to  a  contingency situation ,  where 
decision-m aking  has  been based on the em ergence of  new knowledge and scientif ic  develo pm ents . 

The entire  po pulation  m ust  continue wo r king  to  m eet  the vaccination  goals ,  achieve the reactivation 
of  all  secto rs ,  and m aintain  safety  m easures  so  that  the habits  develo ped and the changes  in  culture 
regarding  self-care  are  relevant  after  co m pleting  the vaccination  phases .  I t  is  known that  the vir us 
will  continue am ong the po pulation  and that  d if ferent  var iants  will  be  present  (6)  to  the point  that  it 
wi ll  beco m e an endemic  vir us ,  and fo r  th is  reason ,  we cannot  lose  the knowledge and the culture  of 
self-care,  which  represent  a  bar r ier  against  transmission .  I t  has  beco m e evident  that  the countr y  is 
enter ing  a  phase of  preparation  fo r  the post-pandemic  health  system to  be able  to  adjust  the health 
benef it  plan  in  such a  way that  it  considers  all  the  seq uelae der ived fro m COVI D-19  infection .  Fo r  its 
par t ,  the  Ten-year  Plan  should  include pr im ar y,  secondar y,  and ter tiar y  public  health  inter ventions , 
refo r m ulate  and establish  channels  fo r  the execution  of  activities  that  have been neglected as 
a  result  of  the  pandemic,  and def ine  the necessar y resources  to  care  fo r  migrants  who are  also 
subjects  of  care  of  the  Colo m bian health  system .  In  addition  to  th is ,  wo r k  m ust  be d one on issues 
such as  the future  of  public  hospitals  and their  strengthening ,  as  well  as  on  so m e aspects  related to 
hum an resources  fo r  health  and the contractual  m odels’  resources .

Finally,  it  can be o bser ved that  the pandemic  has  left  lessons  to  be learned;  am ong them ,  the im po r tance 
of  hum an resources  fo r  health ,  the  o rganization  and infrastr ucture  that  a  health  system needs in  the 
face of  a  glo bal  em ergency,  the  f lexibi l ity  in  the use of  technologies ,  and the reconf iguration  of  the 
econo my,  train ing  processes ,  and how the dif ferent  institutions  o perate.  Th is  shows the need to  adapt 
to  the new challenges  posed by a  pandemic  that  em erged d ur ing  the 21st  centur y.
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